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LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.
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LONDON, WCZB !5AZ.

3rd January 1978

Dear Brother Matthews,

Hathaway MS.

Such a lon~ time has elapsed since we corresponded abnut this
manuscript roll of the Old Charges that I am afraid you and Bro. Harris
must be wondering what has become of it, but I can aSSUl:e you that it
is still here in my custody.

I have not myself been able, a., I hoped, to make a detailed study
O)fthe manuscript but thi s has been d'me, with help from me in the way of
transcdpts etc., by a br()ther in Toronto, Canada, whl) is a specialist in
the stud:r of' Old Charges. A paper by him, with sUi'plementary notes by
myself, on the Hathaway MS shfJuld a(lpear in the volume of Transa.ctions of
the Quatu')r Coronati LodL-edue to Le published in November 1978. I hope
when Yl)u see it you will think that it hr,s been worth the . long wait, for
which please accept many apologies.

In the meantime I should be pleased to know whether any decision.
has been made on the future of the manuscript, whether, for example, we
may retain it here dn (permanent?) loan. Looking baok on our F evious
oorrespondence I see that thi s question was rather left undecided ~ If it
was agreed that we sOf)uld have the custody of thf;1 roll it would. be properly
repaired and then cared for along with t he many other treasures housed in
the G-rand Lodge Library, what is more, it w.ould always be availa.ble for
inspeotion by properly qualified masl)nic students. I hope to hear from
you in due course about tt'.i s. .

With hearty good wishes for the New Year,

Yours SinCe~eIYp~ra- frat;J/rna. Iy, ,
--.a:it~

Librarian a~ Cura or. .
W.Br'). H.H. j ut thews,
46 ',1II,j,'tehal1 Ro~!G.,
Pedmore,
st',\r'br_cige, 'Sores.
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UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.

LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.

FREEMASONS' HALL,

GREAT QUEEN STRE£T,

LONDON, WC2B 5AZ

17th July 1973.

Jurt.ber to my lettr ••. of the ')nn July I have now r,q,d an opportunity
to ~e a oloser examination of the copy of the Old Charges and mypre
1~1~~y oonolusions are that it dates from the first halt of the 18th
~entU1"Y - althqugh it could possibly be rather earlier. It is an inter- ,.
-.-ti:ng and1aportant find for, according to the information at my disposal. ;:~
.tber6 a.te ~.a,ya few other oopies (some seven in all out of a total of ••• ~.):
. a huM.red ftietil16 oopies) that ha\'e a similar heading "The beginning .na. - ',~-
t'D-et to~ndation ••• (etc.]" am only one with identioal wording. This i. ,: :~

the H~ MS. the text of whioh is transoribed in Poole and Worts York8hU'~:::QU -Wbiii'ie. eteeds, 1935), a copy of which you should find availab1Lea,:~" .
lfOJ"ceaterShire Prov. G-.L. Library; furthermore, the text of your oopy t.~,' ,
virtually the same as that of the Hughan MS. (I am af'raid that the tr.~."·,;f~~:·;,·
cript you kindly supplied is somewhatinaccurate :in places). It appear,' "-_',i':~;i~.1\:
therefore that one In8Y be a oopYof the other, or tra t both maybe oopiea;-:,;0I'.'-.
of' a cOIl1l!,on(missing) original: I incline to think that yours is earlier' '0:'"

than the H~han-M§. but in order to oonfirm this (or otherwise) and to es- ,~~
te.blish a little clo!er datinc, I should like to consult the MSS. Depart ..•
• ant of' the Britj sh Museum. VlouldtIle owner uf' the MS. be prepa.red to oon
sent to th:l-s, please? It may be necessary to leave the ifS. at the Muaeum
but r might mention ~hat I would also at the same time 1e leaving there
1'01' oompa.risonwEb it tCt'~ original of t:-,e 1:iYkh0.n MS. (wbich 1:5 deposit-a
in the G.L. Libl'ary~. I ShD1lldil' any case like to retain the MS. for som'
tiae longer in order to oOlllplete u \if:)~<::.l-lfrJ. te.A~l\k.lanalysis and comparison·
of it with the H~han US.

1"01' convenienco in reference it i~ n('ceso-~;}rytnut we should give
this newly di.c;covered MS. a name. In the "last sue!: documents have been
variously namod- after the finder or owner (eg. lodge, person, library
ete.) or the lilacs c/ provenance) an,.,'so on. The use of the lodge nue
Stability would) I think, tend to lead t(' someconfusion with the ritual
working of that name. If' I am co....rer't in t;hinkj ng that Bro. H.R. J4atthewa
is the brother referr·ed. to in YOU" 16tter I suggest that it might well be
oalled the ,Matthe1JfJ MS. after the :f'inder a."1d owner.

It 15 also of tho utmost ir;;"'rt:}f)'~E- iint at this stage the t'ulleet
details possible about tile prover!-!t".c Jf" he 1,1::. should be set downon
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I .he "'1 },;.• &rate:ful .•~' J'u<. wc(~: co);sult 131'0. !.flitthews - if be is
1nCI,.~dthe owner - on the above points and shall look forward to heariIl8
frOm you, o~ direct from him in due course.

~.,

Yours sincerely and f]'o.temally,

~r.\~*
Librarian and Curator.

f.S. ~' __tl..~'JC:,.J
~oJ..~ ~
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;~~:'..:. ,
;;,1<: :, ; ''f .lh'<il. G.F. Harris,
.:~:;~;;'~'!/.'16Brid ••••orth Road,"'.,-.,.,,' e.- ,
,:,[...,-, W()llaston,

Stour-bridge,
'fOroe.

t-t.~.i~:.'~~
'/,,' ;. ~

i;;,'i',~f}t.'~,'. . ' .
~{"',"E1'Cori·whil.t memories of the ciroumstances are f'resh - i.e. the date
·r.1·;k;~, &n4cplace ~t its disoovery, it s then owner and any detai 113 whatsoever

;:~;·~;:'htt.t O@ ~ Ascertained of its previous history and owners etc. eto.
~.tII~,!<,~ . , ~.

~;~/~.:;::~:.'.',..-"±t.(~Y ~ay I 8?,ggest t hat the proper plaoe for this, MS. 18 in a
.!-§.~t~~~,.~~\~~y .••..here 1t could be pro~jerly preseT'ved a.nd made available .
"~,,;··at.,Ullj.~ On.DO account should it be framed and hung on display ainee
.':: ~.ar:.."~&p1dlYfade and become illegible if' exposed continuously to
&:l-lpf. uia1881$ the owner feels that the Worcestershire Library am. l1useUl1

,·'."-~:~<")la8;~prior -claim upon the MS. I should be more than pleased to haY'e ,it for
.*.:~!~;.:,-th•. Grand Lodge collection am Vlould arrange ror the fragile sections to

(·:r;." be ,properly restored.
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'. ~!'othor J. Edwards,
ynclina,

",Tt hi;1 ton,
.tnurport on ~~evorn,

Doar ~rothor John,

orcs.

19th. Jar:uary, 19 J.

I onc10~)e a copy of a lotter I havo rocelbved
toe D.;' fron Brother Haunch \'Jhich is sE'lf oxplDna tory. If y0U
a ,roG, I sugGost that you mir;ht no'; "rite to hin and a k l1i::'1
to send the anuscrll t tr '.Brother •• Groun~~11 [tt this
ac1rlros~3- or of courso, if you i'ish, direct to ~lou.

'1th kindes t retards,

YoursSincerC1Qf'ra tcrnally,
Irovlncia1 0rand (ccrotary.
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tJ . .R~ C. 7J~

~;t;;'~1,
~ I/.Jt,
ts~ WR 3 ~L.Y.
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,30 Ja.-.. 139I

•
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~hani. YO;1 rnr Yl')ur letter nf the 12th February
3.nrl t 'H'_~ 2;.')': too for pf<~sing on to Mrs. Hat haway
and Br~. John Edwards tr .one from me.

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

, :

FItEEMASONS' HALl.,-

S'UAT QUU. STRaiT.
LONDON, wen .5AZ

21st Febr-Jl"xy 1978

" ','i[.. :

UNITED 6R.Afti) LODGE QF ENGLAND,

u-.w AND MUSEUM.

Thank YOll .f',.,r your ~tllp_

Your:; sj)c9rely and fraternally,

'c.~~
Libraril1n and. Curator. .

Yr, ~ will no d0Ubt l"'",interr,sted tf) know·.that
the.m~nuscript ha: now b~en mnst beautiful1yr~paired
by an expert repairer at the Guildhall 1ibra~ of the
City of L0ndon ani one c~n now hardly tell that it
WCl$ so badly daI:\agec1 at ')ne point. '.There is a
possibility that wo may illustrate'it in the forth

c~ing article-in ~, bat th.:srather depends on
the Edi,. tor. -' . . .

W.~ro. C.R. ~a.thne"5~'~
46 7'hiteball Roa4, _. .
°edmONl,

Stourbridge, W. Midlagds.

•
T~ .•DOMU:·

'UTCHWOllTH.
lONOO" WCtlllAZ.··-.~--
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS:.

"LETCHWORTH,
LONDON WC2B 5AZ."

PHONE:

01-4053633

UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.

LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.

FREEMASONS' HALL,

GREAT QUEEN STREET,

LONDON, WC28 5AZ

7th November 1980.

•
Dear Brother Perks,

The enclosed enveloped arrived here unsealed

and without contents. Can you throw any light on it

please?

Yours sincerely and fraternally,

Librarian and Curator

W. Bro. Chas. H. Perks,

Provincial Grand Secretary,
Masonic Hall,

Rainbow Hill,
WORCESTER. WR3 8LY.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



T.O. Haunch Esq.,

Librarian & Curator,

United Grand Lodge of England,

Freemasons' Hall,

Great Queen Street,

London,

WC2B 5AZ
IF UNJ)i:l..i i;_ ~::'D kf:: TURN TO

MJ\SONW Jlt'~l,'~i;:RGESTERI
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TE LEGRAPHIC ADDRESS:

••LETCHWORTH,
LONDON WC28 5AZ:'

PHONE:
01-4053633

UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.

LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.

FREEMASONS' HALL.

GREAT QUEEN STREET.

LONOON. WC2B 5AZ .

13th January 1981

Dear Brother Perks,

Hathaway Manuscript

Following our telephone conversation yesterday, I thought it

would be as well just to drop you a line to place on record what was
said.

In my correspondence in 1973 with Bros. G. F. Harris and
H. R. Matthews, I tried several times to get a decision about the

disposal of the Hathaway manuscript of Old Charges. I enclose a copy
of the last letter I received from Bro. Matthews on the subject, from

which you will see that it was again referred to Bro. Edwards and his

mother-in-law, Mrs. Hathaway, but I never heard anything from them.

As I confessed to you on the 'phone, I then rather hoped that

it had been quietly forgotten about and that the manuscript would be

allowed to remain here for the reasons which I stated in my letter to

Bro. Matthews of the 3rd January 1978, a copy of which you have.

If Bro. Edwards now wishes to reclaim the manuscript on behalf

of his mother-in-law we cannot, of course, do otherwise than return it

to them, but may I suggest that you invite them to consider very

seriously leaving it on loan in a masonic museum, that of your own

Province being eminently suitable, if they wish it to remain in the

locality.

Yours sincerely and fraterna ly,

I n

-<~/
Librarian and Curator

W. Bro. Charles Perks,

Prove Grand Secretary, Worcestershire,
Masonic Hall,
Rainbow Hill,
WORCESTER. WR3 8LY.
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Road

COP Y

46 Whitehall

Pedmore

Stourbridge
v/est id ands

12th Feb.

Dear Bro. Haunch,

Hathaway MS.

7D 9

978

Thank you for letter re the above. I

have given photostat copies of it to Bro.

John Edwards and rs. Hathaway, the son-in
aw and widow of r. Hathaway for, of course,

they must instruct you as to its disposa •

Bra. Harris and I are looking forward
with great interest to Quatuor Coronati

report in ovember.

Yours sincere y '& fraterna y,

H. R. Matthews,

Stability Lodge 564.
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· .Brother T.O. Haunch, P •• G.Supt. ike.,
Librarian Curator,
TJnited Grand Lodge of England.

Dear Brother Haunch,

7th. January, 1981

I enclose a copy of a letter addressed to you last

liove ber to which I have not received a reply and as I feel sure that

it ~ust have gone astray I am writing again.

Yours sincerely and fraternally,

Provincial Grand Cecretary.
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W.Brother T.O. Haunch, P.A.G.Supt.- s.,

Librarian & Curator,
United Grand Lodge of England.

Dear Brother Haunch,

• . f~ I •

3rd. November, 1980

",';~J~ J' :...J

Ha thaway I-IS.

You will no doubt recall correspondence about this

manuscript roll of the Old Charges, dating back to 1973, with a Brother

H.R. Matthews of Pedmore, Stourbridge.

I have now been approached by a Brother John Edwards who

is Mrs. Hatha.way's son in law, asking me if I can assist in securing the

return of the manuscriJilt to her. I gather that she is now elderly and is

anxious to have it back in her possession.

From the correspondence I have seen, it is not at all

clear to me just where the title to the document now lies, and I shall be

glad to have your observations.

Yours sincerely and frate~Provincial Grand secretary.~
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